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Todays program

Marit Sletmoen, Pro-Rector for Research at INN: The university and strategies

Peder Lombnæs, acting Dean, Vice-Dean for Research: Preparedness projects

Elisabeth Røe, Vice-Dean for Education: Study programs at Blæstad

Lars Magne Mauset, Head of the Agricultural Office for the municipalities of Hamar, Løten, and 
Stange: Agriculture in Innlandet

Q&A in plenum



Department of Agricultural Sciences - Blæstad
• Over a 100 year history
• Key actor in agricultural education in Norway

• Agronomy and Agricultural Engineering
• Around 580 students
• An active campus with ca 150 full-time students
• Young people show interest in green education.

Foto: Lars Magne Mauset



A new building at the Blæstad campus

Minister Sigrun Aasland (Labour), Minister of 
Research and Higher Education, announced the 

new building at Blæstad in August 2025.

• The planned new building at Blæstad
measures approximately 1,600 square 
meters, distributed across two floors.

• The building will house teaching areas, 
laboratories, an auditorium, a library, a 
cafeteria, and office and student 
workspaces.

• The building is estimated to cost around 
NOK 140 million.

• A collaboration between the state and 
Innland county.





A warm welcome to Blæstad
☺



Welcome to our 
university!

Marit Sletmoen
Prorector research



• 6 campuses, 3 additional teaching locations

This is where you find us

• 5 faculties, 46 bachelor’s programmes, 32 
master’s programmes, 5 PhD programmes

Key figures

• 14,700 students, 1,200 full-time equivalent 
employees

• ~ 500 research projects + other externally 
funded projects

• 1 publication point per academic position



A broad range of 
academic disciplines

• Applied Ecology, Agricultural 
Sciences and Biotechnology

• Film, Television and Games

• Health and Social Sciences

• Teacher Education and Pedagogy

• Business, Economics and Social 
Sciences



The new strategy responds to a society 
undergoing rapid change
• Demographic change and recruitment challenges 
• Technological development and artificial 

intelligence 
• Climate transition and green value creation 
• Health, welfare and social exclusion 
• Preparedness, trust and societal security 
• Changing competence needs in working life and 

society

INN Strategy 2027–2032

➢ The maturity of a university is measured not only by its structures, but by its 
academic strength, capacity for collaboration and contribution to society.

➢ Research and education must be closely linked to transformation and societal 
needs 



• Quality and academic integrity are the 
foundation 

• Students are at the core of the university’s 
activities 

• Prioritisation is necessary for implementation

INN’s four priority areas 2027–2032

• Total preparedness, societal security and resilient 
local communities 

• Health, quality of life and prevention 
• Learning, creativity and digital innovation 
• Green transition and value creation

INN Strategy 2027–2032



In the new strategy, research is given a 
clear strategic function
• build academic quality and profile 
• strengthen external competitiveness 
• develop knowledge that is relevant 

to societal challenges 
• contribute to stronger links between 

research, education and practice 
• strengthen INN’s national and 

international position

A mature university is characterized by:

• strong and clearly defined academic communities 
• high quality in research and education
• a clear national and international position 
• systematic external funding 
• strong links between knowledge development and societal needs 
• the ability to prioritise and implement

INN Strategy 2027–2032



Resilient Nordic Food Systems

Regional Food Security and Preparedness in a Changing 
Geopolitical Context
Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences (INN)

Peder Lombnæs
Vice Dean for Research /Acting Dean



Why This Matters

Geopolitical tensions and global crises expose vulnerabilities 
in food supply

Recent disruptions include the COVID-19 pandemic, energy 
insecurity, war and fragile supply chains

A stable food supply is essential to societal preparedness 
and security



Food Security Is a System Challenge

Norwegian food production depends on more than farms and 
food factories - Key dependencies include:

-Imported feed, fertilizer components and machinery
-Energy and fuel
-Transport and logistics
-Digital infrastructure and financial services

Disruptions in one sector can trigger cascading effects 
across the food system



Food only 10 % of 

expences

Store endringer

over kort tid

Numbers of farms reduced 

with 50 % in the period 

1990-2010. 2021: 39.000 

bruk

Household expenses,1959-2010

Number of farms, 1959-2010

After N. Vagstad, 
2016



How will climate change affect food supply? 

• Global warming will also affect local production 
potential:

http://wikipedia.org/





Project Purpose

Build an interdisciplinary research platform 
Study how regional food systems can become more resilient 
during crises

Use Innlandet as a case study
Use the Nordic Coutries as case for a large region

Identify knowledge gaps and develop research questions for 
future projects



Interdisciplinary Perspective

The project combines three fields:
Food systems: production, processing, distribution and 
consumption

Regional development: local economies, demographic 
change and value chains

Societal security: preparedness, critical infrastructure and 
cross-sector dependencies



Expected Results

Stronger interdisciplinary research collaboration at INN
Better understanding of vulnerabilities in regional food 
systems

-Knowledge to reduce dependence on imported inputs
-Ideas for stronger regional value chains
and preparedness mechanisms
-Policy-oriented reports for agriculture, food industry and 
public authorities



Programme portfolio

Elisabeth Røe
Vice Dean for Education



Full time studies at 
campus

• One-year programme in Agriculture (60 ECTS)

• Bachelor's Degree in Agricultural Engineering 
(180 ECTS)

• Bachelor's Degree in Agronomy (180 ECTS)



Online studies, part time 

• One-year programme in Agriculture 
(60 ECTS)
– online, part time

• One-year programme in Organic 
Agriculture (60 ECTS) – online, part 
time

• Master in Sustainable Agriculture 
(120 ECTS)
– online, part time



  Lars Magne Mauset

Head of the Agricultural Office for the 
municipalities of Hamar, Løten, and 
Stange: Agriculture in Innlandet
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